
 
 
 
"Whitacre is that rare thing, a modern composer who is both popular and original" 
- The Daily Telegraph, London 
 
Grammy-winning composer and conductor Eric Whitacre stands among today’s most popular 
musicians, in demand worldwide as conductor, musical innovator, broadcaster and charismatic public 
speaker. A graduate of the prestigious Juilliard School of Music, Eric is Artist in Residence with the Los 
Angeles Master Chorale, following a five-year term as Composer in Residence at the University of 
Cambridge, UK. In addition to his acclaimed choral output, Eric’s instrumental works have been 
performed by some of the world’s finest orchestras, ensembles, and concert bands. 
 
Eric’s first album as composer and conductor, released by Universal Decca, Light & Gold, won the 
Grammy® Award for Best Choral Recording and topped the US and UK classical album charts. Its 
successor, Water Night, secured No.1 position in the iTunes and Billboard classical charts. In 2013, Eric 
and his managers at Music Productions created a new independent label, UNQUIET, to develop new 
projects and expand his catalog. Its titles have reached No.1 in the classical charts, scoring critical and 
commercial success. 
 
Eric Whitacre’s international reach expanded in 2010 with the launch of his ground-breaking Virtual 
Choir. The online project, inspired by a young singer’s video upload, was created by 185 singers from a 
dozen different countries. The project grew in numbers with Virtual Choir 5 receiving over 8,000 
submissions from 120 countries. Other Virtual Choir projects include ‘Glow’ written for the Winter 
Dreams holiday show at Disneyland© Adventure Park, California, and the Virtual Youth Choir, in 
association with UNICEF, which premiered at the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games. To date, the 
Virtual Choirs have registered over 60 million views. 
 
Many of Eric’s compositions have entered the core choral and symphonic repertories. His work-list 
contains commissions for, among others, the BBC Proms, the Los Angeles Master Chorale, London 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, Chanticleer, Minnesota Orchestra, Julian Lloyd Webber and the 
Philharmonia Orchestra, The Tallis Scholars, Berlin Rundfunkchor and The King’s Singers. Eric’s 
musical, Paradise Lost, earned ten nominations at the Los Angeles Stage Alliance Ovation Awards and 
won both the ASCAP Harold Arlen and Richard Rodgers awards. His creative versatility is further 
reflected in collaborations with, among others, legendary film composer, Hans Zimmer, British soul 
artist Laura Mvula, Annie Lennox, composer Jeff Beal of House of Cards fame, and accordionist Ksenija 
Sidorova. 
 
A natural and persuasive orator, Eric Whitacre has given keynote addresses for many Fortune 500 
companies and global institutions, from Apple and Google to the World Economic Forum in Davos and 
the United Nations Speaker’s Programme, while his two mainstage talks at the hugely influential TED 
conference in Long Beach CA received standing ovations. 
 
Deep Field, co-commissioned by the Minnesota Orchestra and BBC Radio 3, has grown since its 
premiere in 2015 to become Deep Field: The Impossible Magnitude of our Universe, a unique audio-



visual collaboration between Eric, NASA, the Space Telescope Science Institute, Music Productions, and 
59 Productions. By the end of 2019, the film will have been seen at the Smithsonian Air & Space Museum 
(DC), Dolby Theatre (London), the World Science Festival (New York), Griffith Observatory (Los 
Angeles), the American Astronomical Society Annual Meeting (Seattle) and in concert halls on both 
sides of the Atlantic.  
 
The Sacred Veil, a profound choral meditation on love, loss, grief and solace, was co-commissioned and 
first performed by the Los Angeles Master Chorale under Eric’s direction in February 2019 at Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles. 
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