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Eric Whitacre: A choir as big as the Internet 

Eric Whitacre's Virtual Choir, Filmed Mar 2010; Posted Apr 2010  

Speakers Eric Whitacre: Composer, conductor 

 
Despite receiving no formal training until age 18, Eric Whitacre is one of the most performed composers of his generation. 

Why you should listen to him:  
Eric Whitacre began his music career singing in his college choir, with no previous musical experience. By 21, he had completed his first concert 

work, Go, Lovely Rose, and soon advanced to Juilliard where he studied under Oscar-winning composer John Corigliano. Today, his 44 published 

concert pieces have sold over a million copies, he has conducted choral music in some of the most esteemed halls in the world and his music has 

been featured on dozens of commercial recordings. His album Cloudburst and Other Choral Works earned him a Grammy nomination in 2007.  

Most recently, Whitacre has been noticed for his cutting-edge work, Paradise Lost: Shadows and Wings, a musical that combines electronica with 

choral and operatic traditions. The musical has earned him the prestigious Richard Rodgers Award, received 10 nominations at the 2007 Los Angeles 

Stage Alliance Ovation Awards, and performed to a sold-out crowd at Carnegie Hall in 2010.  

"What hits you straight between the eyes is the honesty, optimism and sheer belief that passes any pretension. This is music that can actually make 

you smile." 

The BBC 
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